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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Please amend Claims 9-12, 15-16, and 19-20, and cancel Claims 8, 13-14, 17-18, 
and 21-22, as follows. 

Claims 1 -8. (Canceled) 

9. (Currently Amended) The method as defined in claim 10 8, wherein the determining 
and forwarding steps use a Small Group Multicast scheme. 

10. (Currently Amended) Th e method as defined in claim 8 , further comprising the stop 
of: 

A met hod for distributing web content objects across a network of information 
processing units and intermediate nod e s, the method on an intermediate node comnrising 
the steps of: 

receiving a multicast packet; 

determinin g one or more "next hops" that the multicast packet should be 
forwarded to; 

forwarding one copy of the multicast packet to each of the "next hop s"; 

sending ACKs and/or NA Ks between an intermediate node and another node of a 
network for reliably delivering a mul t icast packet to a destination information processing 
unit; and 

repetitively executing the determining and forwarding steps for a plurality of one 
or more multicast packets. 



Page 2 of 8 

PACE 2/8 • RCVD AT 4/13/2005 4:17:14 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/6 " DNIS:8729306 * CS»:561 989 9812 * DURATION <mm-ss):02*0 



04/13/2085 16:14 561-989-9812 



FLEIT KAIN ET AL. 



PAGE 03/08 



Appl. No. 09/696,116 

Amdt dated 4/13/2005 

Reply to the Office Action of 1/13/2005 



11. (Currently Amended) The method as defined in claim 10 S, further comprising the 
steps of: 

processing ACKs and/or NAKs from a reliable multicast packet transmission; and 
performing multicast packet retransmissions based on the processed ACKs and/or 

NAKs. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method as defined in claim 10 *, wherein the multicast 
packet comprises a small group multicast packet. 

Claims 13-14. (Canceled) 

15. (Currently Amended) The oomputor rondnhTn mnHiiim nn ^fincd in c l a im H, farthe r 
oomprising tho instructions for: 

A cpmputer readable medium including instr uctions for distributing weh content 
objects across a network o f inform ati on pro cessing unit. an d intermediate nnHe*, th^ 
computer readable m edium comprising instructions for: 

receiving a multicast packet containing ad d ress information for a set nf 
destinations: 

determining the "next hops" for those destinations; 
replicating the multicast packet for each "next hop"; 

sending ACKs and/or NAKs bet ween an intermediate node and another node nf a 
network for reliably deli vering a m ulticast packet to a destina tion informin g processing 
unit; 

forwarding a copy of the mu lticast packet to each "next hop ": and 
repetitively executing the determining, replicating and forwarding steps for each 
newly received multicast packet. 
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16. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium as defined in claim 15 43, 

further comprising the instructions for: 

processing ACKs and/or NAKs from a reliable multicast packet transmission; and 
performing multicast packet retransmissions based on the processed ACKs and/or 

NAKs. 

Claims 17-18. (Canceled) 

19. (Currently Amended) The interm e diat e nod e as defined in claim 1 8 , further 
comprising: 

An intermediate node for distributing web content objects across a network of 
information processing units and inter mediate nodes, the intermediate node comprising : 

a reception unit for receiving a multicast packet containing address information 
for a set of destinations; 

a determination unit for deter mining a fct next hop" for each of the destinations: 
a copying unit for replicatin g the multicast packet for each of the "next hops": 
a processor for sending ACKs an d/or NAKs between the intermediate node and 

another node of a network for reliably d elivering a multicast p ack et to a destination 

information processing unit: 

a forward ing unit for forwarding a copy of the multicast packet to each of the 
"next hops": and 

a repeater unit for repetitively executing the determining, replicating and 
forwarding for a plurality of multicast packets. 



Page 4 of 8 



PACE AfS * RCVD AT 4/13/2005 4:17:14 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] • SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-U6 » DNIS:8729306 * CSID:561 989 9812 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-40 



84/13/2065 IB: 14 561-989-9812 



FLEIT KAIN ET AL. 



PAGE 05/08 



Appl. No. 09/696,116 

AmdL dated 4/1 3/2005 

Reply to the Office Action of 1/13/2005 



20. (Currently Amended) The intermediate node as defined in claim 19 further 
comprising: 

an acknowledgement unit for processing ACKs and/or NAKs from a reliable 
multicast transmission; and 

a retransmit unit for handling packet retransmissions based on the processed 
ACKs and/or NAKs. 

Claims 21-22 (Canceled) 
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